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Qatar University Annual Research Forum and Exhibition (QUARFE) is the meeting point 
for students, researchers and academics from the University’s colleges, centers and 
institutes; including partners and stakeholders, to assess and review the institution’s 
research enterprise. This year’s high profile event will revolve around the “University of 
the Future”, a university playing its role in terms of sustainability development, despite 
the current regional and international challenges. It is an occasion to demonstrate new 
tools, or report on the implementation of new programs, collaborations, innovations 
and other relevant projects that take bearing from the QU Research Roadmap 
2018-2022, Qatar National Research Strategy and Qatar National Vision 2030.

QUARFE offers Qatar University the opportunity to demonstrate how it has been 
addressing the community’s challenges through research anchored on a vibrant 
partnership with various industries and stakeholders, including institutions and 
research centers. The forum will also highlight the important and award winning 
research being conducted at Qatar University that promotes the vision of the 
University, and supports the research priorities of Qatar and the goals of the Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

Through this, the University aims to achieve research-driven learning, discovery and 
entrepreneurship. The event also provides leverage for QU faculty and students to be 
able to access and make the maximum use of opportunities offered by  respective 
partners. Moreover, the event will be broadcasted live on YouTube and a professional 
video will be shared in ten countries at participating universities, which will be used in 
future for promotional purpose.

We are looking for local industries and organizations to help us make this annual forum 
and exhibition truly special for our University and Country.  As a trusted organization / 
industry in our country, your valuable involvement would help highlight the importance 
of innovation and industry revolution in Qatar to encourage the transformation of Qatar 
to Knowledge base economy.

Date:  14 - 15 April 2020

Venue: Research Complex (H10) - Qatar University
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Qatar University’s Research Complex is a purpose built state-of-the-art facility 
designed to enhance the university’s capacity to achieve its objective of serving the 
community and country through research. The complex is equipped with research 
laboratories that are of the highest international standards in all ramifications. It hosts 
a group of national and international scholars of high caliber in most science fields 
to the country’s development and the welfare of its people. The 25,000 square 
meter structure has a 200 capacity auditorium, offices and meeting rooms to meet the 
evolving needs of researchers and students, industries. It is home to the Center for
Advanced Materials (CAM), Environmental Science Center (ESC), Gas Processing 
Center (GPC), Laboratory Animal Research Center (LARC) and Biomedical Research
Center (BRC) and laboratories of the Collge of Medicine.

With the resources and facilities of the Research Complex, Qatar University is touching 
the community and serving its industrial partners with its research outputs. It is a 
demonstration of the growth in research at Qatar University to serve the State of Qatar 
in its ambition to become a knowledge-based economy in line with Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

Event Program
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The event will include:

• tadtalks ® an international graduate research event

• Welcome Reception
• Sponsor Recognition
•    High Profile Keynote Speakers & Plenary          

• Panel Discussion with High Profile Speakers
• Research Posters Gallery
• Exhibition
• Research Centers Tour
• Research Excellence Award Ceremony
• Posters & Visualization Award Ceremony
• Display of Winning Videos
• Networking Dinner

Sessions
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University of the Future: 
Re-Imagining Research and Higher Education

Qatar University (QU) Annual Research Forum and Exhibition is a great opportunity for all inter-
ested parties from different academic institutions on a national and international level to meet 
and conduct collaborations on different levels of research that will participate in meeting the 
research needs of the country aligning with the vision of Qatar University and the Qatar Nation-
al Vision 2030.

This year’s high profile event will evolve around the “University of the Future: Re-Imagining 
Research and Higher Education” and is extended into two days, detailed below. 

Day 1:

-

Day 1 represents the Opening Ceremony of the Forum and Exhibition, which will include 
Opening Remarks from Distinguished Guests, QU President and Vice President for Research 
& Graduate Studies as well as a Keynote Speech by one of the most renowned Professors 
worldwide.

It will feature the opening of the Exhibition (Booths and Posters), the distribution of Awards 
and 3 Panel Discussions evolving around the theme. 

I. Perspective of “University of the Future”: From National and International Collaborators
 
QU has built an enabling strategy leading the university to excellence in education and 
research. The panel will focus on the ways to empower and sustain such excellence: 
• What are the pillars of the excellence? 
• How international cooperation can increase such vision now and in the future? 
• What are the needed transformations?
• Which role QU colleges and centers can play in the coming years?

This panel will include Faculty and Researchers, Distinguished Representatives from Govern-
ment Entities, and International Partners.
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II. Towards the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The university should play a leading role, preparing the students to contribute to a sustain-
able future for all. The panel will focus on some important issues such as:
• Which SDGs to approach and how to implement them in the university?
• What are the transformations in research and education towards SDGs?
• Which frameworks for demonstrating the impact? Benchmark with international experienc-
es. 
• How to be a responsible university?
• Which role QU colleges and centers can play in the coming years?
It will include Faculty and Researchers, Distinguished Representatives from Government 
Entities, Partners, and International Agencies (such as UNESCO). 

III. Regional & International Economic Challenges and their Impact on Research Collabora-
tion

Geopolitical contexts and economical transformations are affecting higher education institu-
tions in the region and at the international level. This panel focuses on the impacts and chal-
lenges related to such context and tries to answer questions such as:
• Which impact of the regional geopolitical context on education and research development?
• Which impact of international competition on international collaboration?
• Which potential research collaboration due to emerging economical corridors in the region 
(ex. Belt and Road initiative)?
• Which impact of current international economy transformation (ex. Industry 4.0) on the local 
context?
• Which local/international collaboration frameworks need to be built? 
It will include Faculty and Researchers, Distinguished Representatives from Government 
Entities, Partners, and Industry Representatives. 



Day 1 Program: April 14, 2020
Qatar University, Research Complex H10

 
 

(Tentative)
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Guests Arrival and Registration

Welcome Address by Dr. Hassan Al-Derham, President, Qatar 
University

Welcome Address by H.E. Dr..Mohammed Abdul Wahed  
 

Introduction by Prof. Mariam Al-Maadeed, Vice President for 
Research and Graduate Studies, Qatar University
Title: “Overview of Research and Graduate Studies Activities”

Keynote by Prof. Marcelo Knobel, Rector, University of 
Campinas, Brazil

Research Excellence Awards Ceremony

Sponsors Recognition

Opening of the Exhibition

Panel Discussion I
Perspective of “University of the Future”: From National 
and International Collaborators
Moderator / Panelists

Panel Discussion II
Towards the Implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)
Moderator / Panelists
Panel Discussion III
Regional & International Economic Challenges and their 
Impact on Research Collaboration
Moderator / Panelists

Posters and Visualization Awards Ceremony

Coffee Break and Poster Session Gallery

Lunch 

9:00 - 9:05

9:05 - 9:10

9:10 - 9:30

9:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:05

10:05 - 10:15

10:15 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:40

11:40 - 11:55

11:55 - 1:05

1:05 - 2:15

2:15 - 2:30

2:30

8:30 - 9:00

Al Hammadi, Minister of Education and Higher Education (TBC)
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tadTalks™ is a unique international graduate student event, which is part of the Qatar University 
Annual Research Forum organized by the Office the Vice President for Research and Graduate 
Studies. tadTalks was founded at QU in 2018 promoted by H.H. the Amir, Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al-Thani’s inspiring words:

The event, modeled by the well-known TED Talks, follows a similar format in which speakers 
provide a brief 15 min talk sharing their perspective on the graduate research experience in 
order to encourage other graduate students to take on the challenge of conducting research 
that has a lasting impact on the local, regional, and international community.  

ObjectIves
tad (thesis and dissertation) Talks has the following important objectives: 

1)   Showcase impactful graduate research and success stories, 
2)   Facilitate a positive graduate community, 
3)   Advocate for interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary graduate research, and 
4)   Strengthen ties with stakeholders. 

Global PartIcIpatIon

Day 2 (tad Talks)

Advanced-level PhD researchers from Qatar and 10 other countries in 4 continents will be 
participating in the tad Talks event at the 2020 Annual Research Forum on April 15th. Coun-
tries include Qatar (Qatar University), United States (University of Houston), Canada (Univer-
sity of Alberta), Malaysia (International Islamic University), Singapore (National University of 
Singapore), Brazil (University of Sao Paulo), India (Jawaharlal Nehru University), Russia (Uni-
versity of Moscow), Brunei (University of Brunei), France (PSL-Research University, Mines 
Paris-Tech), and Japan (Nagoya University). 
To expand the reach and broaden the impact of this important event, tadTalks will be made 
available through WebEx to an audience of current and prospective graduate students at all 
participating universities and will be broadcasted live on YouTube and Facebook Live.   The 
event will be also be covered by local news and television including Al Jazeera Network. 

The forum will close with a Graduate Student Awards Ceremony honoring the tadTalks 
speakers and winners of the 3MT, tad Boot Camp Awards, Outstanding Thesis and Disserta-
tion Awards, and the prestigious Graduate Research Award.

We require diligence, creativity, independent thinking, constructive initiatives, and inter-
ests in academic achievements in all disciplines, self-reliance and fighting indolence and 
dependency. This is not just wishful thinking, and these are not mere dreams. Our goals 
are realistic and practical. 
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Guests Arrival and Registration

Opening Remarks by Dr. Ahmed Elzatahry, Dean of Graduate 
Studies, Qatar University

Break and Photos

Break

5th tadTalk: National University of Singapore, Singapore
6th tadTalk: University of Moscow, Russia 
7th tadTalk :Jawaharlal Nehru University, India
8th tadTalk: University of Alberta, Canada

9th tadTalk: Nagoya University, Japan
10th tadTalk:PSL Research University-Paris, France
11th tadTalk: University of Brunei, Brunei 

Q&A with tadTalks Speakers 

Lunch

Break

8:30 - 9:00

9:00 - 9:15

9:15- 9:45

9:45 - 10:00

10:00 - 1:45

10:00 - 11:00

11:30 - 12:30

12:30 - 12:45

12:45 - 1:30

1:50 - 2

1st tadTalk: Qatar University
2nd tadTalk: Sao Paulo University, Brazil   
3rd tadTalk: International Islamic University, Malaysia 
4th tadTalk: University of Houston, United States

tad Talks

tad Talks Recognitions 

Graduate Students Awards Ceremony:
• 3MT Awards
• tad Boot Camp Awards
• Outstanding Thesis & Dissertation Awards

Keynote (TBA)
Title: ‘Setting and Achieving Short and Long-Term Goals’

2 - 2:30

2:30

11:00 - 11:30

Day 2 Program: April 15, 2020
tad Talks Theme:’ Limitless’
Qatar University, Research Complex, Building H10 (Tentative)
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1:30 - 1:50

•  Graduate Research Award



Awards Categories
The essence of having the following awards is to stimulate competitive and 
challenging spirit among students, researchers and academics towards ensuring that 
their projects measure up to standard. It gives the audience the opportunity to have 
insight into QU’s best research projects and products.

Research Excellence Award

The goal is to publicly recognize the sustained research excellence of QU faculty 
members and acknowledge their extraordinary efforts in advancing the mission and 
vision of the university to the highest level.

Poster Awards

This award is created for faculty members, postdoc, graduate students and 
undergraduate students. The top three posters will be awarded in the following 
categories: Faculty Research Poster Award, Postdoc and Graduate Students Research 
Poster Award, and Undergraduate Student Research Poster Award.

Visualization Challenge Award
This Award is to explore the creative ability of students and researchers. It is for visual 
entries in the following categories: Photography, Illustration & Graphics, Interactive 
and Video.

Graduate Studies Awards
These awards celebrate outstanding graduate students who have distinguished 
themselves in research, thesis or dissertation work, or participation in the 3 Minute 
Thesis Competition.
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Poster Gallery
The poster gallery, a major feature of the forum, offers a unique opportunity for 
participants to showcase their research through posters, interactive presentations, 
exhibits, and have personal discussions with their colleagues and other scholars. 
Posters which are highly visual provide researchers with the opportunity to engage in 
discussions about their work. Attendees will have the pleasure of learning about the 
researchers’ work and share their own research experiences. We expect to have more 
than 200 posters this year.
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Exhibition
The Exhibition aims to visually highlight QU’s research projects and products, and 
show how the community’s challenges are being addressed through research.
We would like to have the involvement of our stakeholders and partners with the 
exhibition of their research projects. This would be a good ground for the exchange of 
experiences and knowledge between academia and industry.
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Lorem ipsum

Sponsorship Categories
Forum Platinum Sponsorship: From 200,000 QAR

Become a Platinum sponsor for the Forum, and enjoy  the high brand awareness and 
visibility via the following benefits: 

• Depicting your company’s  logo in our marketing materials during the Forum as 

     - Qatar University outdoor male and female gate banners
     - 140 flags inside Qatar University campus
     - Invitations that will be sent to all QU members and invitees list
     - Event program
     - Event website
     - Research complex indoor 5 hanging banners
     - Research office main web banner
     - Research complex 4 indoor pillar banners
     - Research complex entrance 17m× 5m sticker
     - Directional signs from 2 gates
     - Qatar University wide telephone screen advert
     - Screen at the poster & visualization awarding ceremony
     - Event lanyards and badges
• 3m X 6m exhibition space with a marvelous opportunity to meet people and display 

• Two representatives to attend the private Majlis with the official delegates
• Five invitations to the VIP lunch
• Two representatives to attend the Networking Dinner
• An opportunity to have a speech at the Forum in considerations to the agenda 

• Sponsor acknowledgement in the VP’s speech
• Has the option to participate in the panel discussion
• Awarding the winners in the posters award ceremony with photography
• Awarding the winners in the visualization award ceremony with photography
• Sponsor acknowledgement in any media coverage related to the Forum 2020
• Name will be used for the prestigious Think-tank Challenge award
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follows:

your marketing materials

topics 



Forum Gold Sponsorship: From 120,000 QAR

Become  a Gold Sponsor for the Forum. You will be having an opportunity to benefit 

from the following privileges: 

• Depicting your company’s  logo in our marketing materials during the Forum as 

     - Qatar University outdoor male and female gate banners

     - Invitations that will be sent to all QU members and invitees list

     - Event program

     - Research complex indoor 5 hanging banners

     - Event website

     - Research office main web banner

     - Research complex entrance 17m × 5m sticker

     - Event badges

•    Has the option to participate in the panel discussion

• One representative  to attend the private Majlis with the official delegates

• Two invitations to the VIP lunch

• One representative to attend the Networking Dinner 

• 3m X 4m exhibition space with a marvelous opportunity to meet people and display 

• Sponsor acknowledgement in the VP’s speech 

• Sponsor acknowledgement in any media coverage
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Silver Sponsorship: From 80,000 QAR

Become  a Silver Sponsor for the Forum. You will be having an opportunity to benefit 
from the following privileges: 

•    Depicting your company’s  logo on the following: 

      - E – invitations that will be sent to all invitees list

      - Event program

      - Research complex indoor 5 hanging banners

      - Event website

      - Research office main web banner

      - Research complex entrance 17m× 5m sticker

      - Event auditorium backdrop

• One person to attend the private Majlis with the official delegates

• One invitation to the VIP lunch

• 3m X 3m exhibition space with a marvelous opportunity to meet people and display 

• Sponsor acknowledgement in the VP’s speech
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your marketing materials



CONTACT US
Ms. Amani Othman
Manager of Engagement and Communication
Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies Office 
Qatar University
E-mail: amani@qu.edu.qa
Tel.  (+974) 4403 3259   |   Mob. (+974) 3344 2447  

Ms. Jwaher AlMuftah
Senior Engagement and Communication Specialist
Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies Office 
Qatar University
E-mail: jalmuftah@qu.edu.qa
Tel.  (+974) 4403 33910    |   Mob. (+974) 6614 4664     
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